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150 attend caroling event
Six-year-old Joe McHugh of Wilmington tells Santa (Joe Weir) what he wants for Christmas during
the annual Caroling in Brandywine event. Co-sponsored by the Community News, the event was

held December 13 at Harry’s Savoy Grill on Naamans Road.

See Story Page 3

Crime maps
available 
to public

By Jesse Chadderdon
Staff Reporter

New Castle County residents can now locate detailed
crime information about their neighborhoods using a
new resource made available by the New Castle County
Police.

Police unveiled a detailed computer mapping system
available for public use as of December 13 through the
Department of Public Safety Website.

Through a color-coded system, users can track homi-
cides, robberies, burglaries, thefts, and criminal mischief.

Sgt. Michael Walsh, who presented the new system to
the County Council’s Public Safety Committee, said the
mapping system was similar to the Department of Land
Use’s parcel mapping.

“Basically, you can zoom in and out on an area,” he
said. “We only map up to the hundred block of the crime,
so you can’t go and see what’s going on at your neigh-
bor’s house.”

You can also search the site by typing in a communi-
ty or town, although incorporated areas with their own
police forces, such as Newark or Wilmington, will not be
included in the mapping. Crimes investigated by the
Delaware State Police will also be excluded.

Walsh also said the site would not include information
about rapes, so that the privacy and confidentiality of
victims would be preserved. Most rapes, he said, are by
close friends or family members. 

“Generally, the random rapes are well-publicized,” 

See COUNTY, page 5

Project designers and contractors (left to right) Matthew Chesser, Paul Nicholson, Joe Kline, Michael Fry,
Denis O’Flynn O’Brien, Lee Firestone and Cara Blume stand in front of Bellevue Hall, which received a

new roof with an old look.

New technology has allowed the state to replace
the roof of Bellevue Hall, while saving 50 percent of
its cost.

The state recently replaced the original copper
roof of Bellevue Hall in Bellevue State Park. The new
roof looks like the original copper, but is made of
PVC, the same material used in plumbing, and dyed
to look like a green copper patina. 

According to Bellevue Facilities Manager Judi
Jeffers, replacing the original copper roof would have
cost about $1 million. The new 9,000-square-foot
PVC roof cost about $500,000 to install. Bellevue
Hall was closed for about a month for the renovation.

Bellevue Hall
roof includes
new technology,
old style

See ROOF, page 19
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The words ‘baby has no heartbeat’
changed Newark woman’s life

Resident writes book about grieving for stillborn grandchildren
By Andrea Miller

Staff Reporter

Nina Bennett has helped parents,
partners and families deal with end of
life issues for more than 30 years and
has attended more deaths than she can
count. 

But when her son rushed into the
Wilmington Hospital room where she
was awaiting news of her grandchild’s
birth and said the baby had no heart-
beat, she was completely unprepared
for the way her granddaughter’s still-
birth would change her life. 

That experience led to Bennett’s
first book, “Forgotten Tears: a
Grandmother’s Journey Through Grief,” published
in July by Booklocker.com.

Nothing in Newark resident’s professional expe-
rience, either as a childbirth teacher or as an HIV
educator, who taught grief counseling, could make
her ready to hear the news that her daughter-in-law’s
healthy pregnancy and normal delivery was ending
this way. Nor did anything in her personal experi-
ence, even managing a family crisis when her 32-
year old sister unexpectedly died.

“I knew the moment I saw her in the birth center
that there wasn’t going to be any resuscitation,”
Bennett says. “But even though I had worked in pre-
natal field and taught about it, there was still that
feeling that stillbirth happens to someone else.” 

Upon arrival, a neonatal unit professional pro-
nounced Madeline Elsie Hodgdon dead, and Bennett
spent a somber three hours in shock rocking and
cuddling the infant with the family before returning
home to begin to try to make sense of the simultane-
ous birth and death and mourn the loss of the grand-
daughter she had eagerly anticipated.

But moving on proved to be impossible. Though
there were support groups and a wealth of grief lit-
erature geared towards helping parents and siblings
cope, she found scant paragraphs on grandparents
tucked inside a chapter.

“Some of the literature was helpful, but the social
experiences grandparents in my generation face are
different than the ones addressed in most of what I
read,” Bennett says. “For example, I think stillbirth
hits us especially hard because we grew up in an era

of medical miracles and think
everything can be cured.”

Lacking what she needed in
the published literature, she found
herself reading and re-reading her
own journal entries, and realized
that was the kind of resource oth-
ers like her would need, so she
decided to write a book. 

Drawing on her professional
background, Bennett,53, incorpo-
rated her own experience into theo-
retical knowledge about grief and
wrote “Forgotten Tears.” It became
both a way to help others and to
work through her own grief.
Quotes from grandparents and

bereavement experts make this book equally relevant
to families and professionals, according to one review.

The National Stillbirth Society estimates that one
in every 115 U.S. births is a stillbirth, or about
26,000 each year, almost as many as die in highway
accidents and twice the rate of Sudden Infant Death
Syndrome. 

Intrauterine death after the 20th week of pregnan-
cy is considered a stillbirth. However, most occur in
the final days of pregnancy. One of the most signifi-
cant issues grieving parents and their relatives face is
the cultural lack of recognition that it was a baby who
simultaneously was born and died. That often makes
grieving a lonely and complicated thing, experts say.
For grandparents, the fact that they are a generation
further removed from the birth than the parents,
leaves them with fewer resources and support.

Bennett says she has gotten phenomenal feed-
back in e-mails and letters from bereft families
around the world. The book has been featured on the
Alliance of Grandparents, A Support in Tragedy
website (wwwagast.org), and received favorable
reviews on Amazon.com, in KotaPress and A
Journey Together, a newsletter of Bereaved Parents.

Maddie’s death was two years ago, and while
writing about it has been cathartic. Bennett says it
didn’t heal the wound, because there is no healing
from a death of this kind. Not even with the birth of
another granddaughter in August.

To this day, Bennett is unable to teach the infant
resuscitation portion of the CPR class as she has
always done, nor has she renewed her own certifica-

tion because she can’t sit through the training on the
model baby.

“The grief doesn’t end, but it does change over
time. I’m not stuck. I have moved on the last two
years, but it’s more like it changes who I am and
becomes a part of me than goes away,” she says.

Compassionate Friends
offers help for grieving 

family members
Local chapters offer lectures and a place for

bereaved parents, grandparents and siblings to
meet and talk freely about the lost child. No one
is required to speak, but non-judgmental listening
is expected.

The Brandywine Hundred chapter meets at 7
p.m. the second and fourth Tuesday of each
month at Brandywine Valley Baptist Church, 7
Mount Lebanon Road, next to the Brandywine
YMCA. The group has no membership dues, fees
or religious affiliation.
Upcoming events include:

•Compassionate Friends Worldwide Candle
Lighting on December 11 at 7 p.m. The event is
designed to remember children who have died.
Candles remain lit for one hour in each time zone
worldwide. Candle distribution begins at 6:30
p.m. at Silverside Church, 2800 Silverside Road
between Concord Pike and Foulk Road. The
event will include music, readings, poems and a
guest speaker.

Compassionate Friends, a national nonprofit
self-help support organization with 600 chapters
nationwide, exists to help grieving families—par-
ents, grandparents and children—following the
death of a child of any age, and to provide infor-
mation that will help others be supportive.

•The video “Surviving the Holidays” will be
shown Tuesday, December 13th at 7 p.m. at
Brandywine Valley Baptist.

------------
For more information about the Brandywine

chapter, call 376-0300 or visit brandywinetcf.org.
To learn more about the national organization,
visit www.compassionatefriends.org

Nina Bennett

Jeffers said the old roof,
installed in 1929, was worn out and
that copper roofs cannot be
repaired.

“This was a wonderful thing to
happen,” Jeffers said. Work can
now begin on renovations to interi-
or rooms, she said.

Bellevue Hall was once the
home of William S. du Pont, who
transformed it into a replica of the
James Madison’s home,
Montpelier. The mansion, part of
Bellevue State Park, and its estate
gardens host weddings, meetings
and special tours for the public.
The park is on Philadelphia Pike in
Brandywine.

ROOF – from page 1 Social Announcements

Dumas, DiRenzo engaged
Jessica Lynn Dumas and

Marco S. DiRenzo are engaged.
The bride-to-be is the daugh-

ter of Dr. and Mrs. Armen
Dumas, of Northridge, Calif. She
graduated from Montclair
College Prep in Los Angeles and
earned a bachelor of arts degree
in mass communications from
the University of Berkeley. She is
a third-year student at the
Beasley School of Law at Temple
University in Philadelphia.

The groom-to-be is the son of
Dr. Gordon and Mary DiRenzo, of
Hockessin. He graduated from
Archmere Academy and earned a
bachelor’s degree in economics and
business from Villanova University.
He earned an MBA degree from the
University of Delaware and is a
doctoral student at the LeBow
College of Business at Drexel
University in Philadelphia.

An August 2006 wedding is
planned.

Marco DiRenzo and Jessica Dumas

Property Transfers
Bellefonte Heights: 1101 Wynnbrook Road,
Wilmington; James E. and Laura S. Scharp to
Kenneth S. Bonsall Jr.; $205,000.
Brandywine Hundred: 2110 Marsh Road,
Wilmington; David A. Mathews to Stan
Perkoski and Colleen Proctor; $149,500.
Brandywine Hunt: 206 Sulky Circle,
Wilmington; Toll DE LP to Edwin J. Dealy;
$749,358.
Brandywine Hunt: 208 Sulky Circle,

Wilmington; Toll DE LP to Charles M. Oberly
III and Lynn M. Parker; $703,366.
Carrcroft Crest: 411 Baynard Blvd.,
Wilmington; Brian L. and Patricia G. Scott to
Andrew J. and Anne Carriker; $379,000.
Carrcroft Crest: 502 Crest Road, Wilmington;
Darrell D. and Cielito E. Nypaver to Michael
Koli; $300,000.
Carrcroft: 511 Glenside Ave., Wilmington;
Salvatore and Rose M. Vassallo to John V. and

Joan R. Zarro; $324,000.
Chatham: 2422 Donlon Road, Wilmington;
John T. Jr. and Audrey E. McCullough to James
P. and Beatrice M. Cheseroni; $390,000.
Edenridge: 621 Andover Road, Wilmington;
Joanne R. Norton to Billie Chubb; $499,900.
Fairfax: 2202 Robin Road, Wilmington;
Richard L. and Barbara N. Fisher to Scott C.
Russell and Kristin M. Nichols; $250,000.
Fairfax: 2217 Robin Road, Wilmington;

William H. and Ginine S. Maxwell to Johanna
E. Murphy; $295,000.
Foulkside: 1807 Bryce Drive, Wilmington;
Philip H. and Helen G. Henderson to Glenn
Paul and Keri Nicole Matra; $335,000.
Gordon Heights: 300 Grandview Ave., Wilmington;
Michael E. Brandon to Lisa L. Powell; $225,000.
Gordon Heights: 401 Grandview Ave.,
Wilmington; Michael S. Hartman and Donna M.
Bissey to Mark D. Coleman; $309,500.




